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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
THE NEW URBAN LEADERS:
JOYCE LADNER HEADLINES CITYLINKS, PART OF CURRAN INSTALLATION
DAYTON, Ohio - People with a deep commitment to social justice can work outside the
system and transform the lives of others.
That's the message Joyce Ladner, author of The New Urban Leaders, will bring to Dayton
when she keynotes the University of Dayton's annual CityLinks Neighborhood Conference in
Kennedy Union on Friday, Aprilll. About 200 neighborhood leaders are expected to attend the
conference, which is part of three days of events celebrating the installation of Daniel J. Curran as
UD's 18th president.
Registration is $15, or $5 for students, and includes lunch. Call229-4641. The conference
runs from 10 a.m. until2:30 p.m., with the installation slated for 3 p.m. in the Thomas J. Frericks
Convocation Center. Ladner will speak during the noon luncheon in the Kennedy Union Ballroom
and sign copies of her book at 2 p.m.
Dean Lovelace, community leadership consultant with the Fitz Center for Leadership in
Community and chief organizer of the conference, said "new urban leaders" work from the
trenches. "We live in a world where leadership is played out on the world stage. We often hear
the names of national, state and local officials. What we rarely hear are the names of local leaders
engaged in the battles of improving the quality of life of everyday, ordinary citizens living in inner
cities or rural communities- often without the help of local government or institutions. These are
the new urban leaders. They harness the assets within their communities to tackle neighborhood
drug dealing, urban disinvestment and obsolete public policies," he said.
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It's fitting that Ladner, senior fellow of governmental studies with the Brookings Institution
in Washington, D.C., be part of Curran's installation. She's currently working on ways to increase
civic engagement among young people.
A sociologist by training, Curran will talk about civic engagement and social justice in his 3
p.m. installation address at the Frericks Convocation Center. "A Catholic university must be a
social force for change," he said when he was appointed president in February 2002. "As a
community of educators, we must analyze the causes of social injustice and educate professionals
with a conscience."
As a highlight of the conference, the University of Dayton will award Joan Means, past
president of the Five Oaks Neighborhood Improvement Association, with the Mattie Davis and Joe
Kanak Community Builders Award.
"She's been on the ground and in the trenches waging a great community fight, ranging from
working to install gates (to combat crime) in the Five Oaks neighborhood in the 1990s to continuing
to improve the condition of housing stock to dealing with drug-prevention activities," Lovelace
said. "She's an amazing lady."
The award is named after Mattie Davis, who helped organize the Edgemont Neighborhood
Coalition, and Joe Kanak, who devoted two decades to initiatives sponsored by the Northeast
Priority Board and the Old North Dayton Development Corp.
Besides Ladner's keynote address, the 2003 CityLinks Neighborhood Conference will
feature workshops that address "Dayton's New Urban Leaders," "Leadership Programs in the
Dayton Area," "A Profile of an Activist Leadership Organization: Leadership for Equality and
Action" and "The WEED and SEED Movement in Dayton."
The conference is sponsored by the Raymond L. Fitz, S.M. Center for Leadership in
Community, Dayton Power and Light Co., city of Dayton, Family Service Association and Dayton
Priority Boards.
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